FOUR        TALES        BY        ZELIDE

LETTER XVI
(The same)

I am going to copy for you a letter from Cecilia's
Bernese suitor, which my cousin the soldier has
just sent me. It is as follows:

" Your relative, Cecilia de C------, is the first

woman whom I have desired to call mine. She
and her mother are the firSt women with whom
I have been able to think I should be happy to
pass my life. Tell me, my dear friend, you who
really know them, if I am mistaken in the com-
pletely favourable opinion that I have formed of
them. Tell me also (for this is another question),
tell me, without feeling obliged to State your
reasons, in particular whether you advise me to
attach myself to Cecilia and to ask her mother for
her hand."

Beneath this my cousin had written in answer:
" To your first question I answer c yes' without
hesitation; and yet I answer * no ' to the second.
If that which causes me to say c no ' changes, or if
my opinion in this respect changes, I will let you
know immediately."

To me he wrote under the same cover: " Have
the obligingness, madam, to let me know if you
and Mademoiselle Cecilia approve my reply. If
you do not approve it I will not send it, but will
make instead any reply that you dictate."

Cecilia had gone out and I awaited her return to
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